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the truth be useful and helpful. One is not trying to help
oneself, but to help another, in putting the truth before him.
Perhaps the conception of law as changeless, inviolable,
absolutely impartial, may to the speaker be inspiring,
strengthening, uplifting ; whereas that conception is ruthless
and crushing to an undeveloped person, and injures instead
of helps. Truth is not meant to crush but to elevate, and
we misuse truth when we give it to one that is not ready.
There is plenty to suit the needs of each, but discretion is
needed to choose wisely, and enthusiasm must not force a
premature enlightenment. Many a young Theosophist does
more harm than good by his over-eager pressing on others
sf the treasures he prizes so highly. Lastly, the form of
:he speech, the necessity or the usefulness of its utterance.
should be considered. A truth that might help may be
changed into a truth that hinders by the way in which it is
3ut. ** Never speak what is untrue, never speak what is un-
^easant/' is a golden rule of speech. All speech should be
ruthful, sweet, and agreeable. This agreeableness of speech
; too often forgotten by well-meaning people, who even
>ride themselves on their candour when they are merely
jde and indifferent to the feelings of those whom they
ddress. But that is neither good breeding nor religion, for
ie unmannerly is not the religious. Religion combines
erfect truth with perfect courtesy. Moreover, the super-
JOUS, the useless, is mischievous, and there (*s much injury
:>ne by the continual bubbling over of frivolous emotions in
tatter and small talk. People who cannot bear silence and
e ever chattering fritter away their intellectual and
3raS forces, as well as give utterance to a hundred follies